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For MONDAY, November 17, 1794. 





An Account of the Trial of Thomas Hardy for High 
Treafon. 


OLD BAILEY, LONDON. 
SaturpDAyY, Odtober 25, 1794+ 


T ten o’clock, the Lord Mayor [Le Mefurier], the Lord 

Prefident of the Commiffion [Eyre], the Lord Chief 

Baron [Macdonald], Mr. Baron Hotham, Mr. Juftice Buller, 
and Mr, Juftice Grofe, took their feats upon the Bench. 

The Sheriffs and fix Aldermen came into Court a few mi- 
nutes before, in order to receive their Lordhhips, 

The ufual proclamation was then made, after which Mr. 
Kirby, the Keeper of Newgate, was ordered to produce all the 
prifoners in his cuftody, again{t whom bills of indictment for 
High Treafon had been found by the Grand Jury. 

‘The prifoners were in confequence brought up and placed 
at the bar in the following order :— 

Thomas Hardy, Jeremiah Joyce, John H. Tooke, Thomas 
Holcroft, John A. Bonney, John Richter, Steward Kidd, John 
Thelwall, and John Baxter. 

Previous to the reading of the indi&ment, the Lord Prefi- 
dent enquired whether the Counfel aligned to the prifoners at- 
tended, 

Mr. Gurney replied, that the learned Counfel for the pri- 
foners, viz. the Honourable Thomas Erfkine, Mr. Gibbs, 
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and Mr. F. Vaughan, who had been affigned by the Court, 
were expected every moment. 

The Court imagining that the Counfel may be difpofed to 
take fome technical exception to the conftruction of the in- 
dictment, very humanely propofed to wait their arrival, before 
the prifoners were called upon to plead. 

In this interval, Mr. Tooke addrefled the Court. « My 
Lord Prefident, in behalf of myfelf and fellow prifoners, I beg 
leave to remark, that emerging as we do, from a confined 
and clofe place, the window jutt ‘opened at our backs, expofes 
us to fuch a torrent of cold air, that our health, particularly 
my own, will be endangered, and will in all probability, deprive 
us of the power of fpeech, before we beremanded, So great 
is my apprehenfion of the fatal confequences from this fudden 
traniition from heat to cold, that I had rather forego the benefit 
of my Counfel, and plead at once to the indictment, than be 
detained for any length of time in fo dangerous a fituation. 

The Court.— If you are willing and prepared to plead, 
you may be difmiffed from your preient fituation almoft im- 
mediately, We were waiting for your Counfel, that you may 
have the benefit of their affiftance.” 

Mr. Tooke.—“ My Lords, from the peculiarity of my 
fituation, I am unable to fay any thing on the fubject of the in- 
dittment. At a late hour on Thurfday night, we received 
notice of our intended removal to a new place of confinement 
next morning. ‘That removal took place in confequence. I 
had engaged my Counfel to dine with me in the Tower yefter- 
day, fi ir the purp ole of conferring togethe r on the bufinefs of 
this day.” Ycur Lordthips will perceive, that by the fhifting 
of “ie ly ; have been debarred that confultation which is abe 
folutely neceflary for my defence. 

In my prefent fituation, loathfome and difgufting as it is, 
T could not expect my Counfel, nor any other gentleman to 
vifit me. Our arrangements being thus completely deftroyed, 
and all my papers which I had colleed and arranged in the 
‘lower, being thrown into confufion, I am not at this moment 
repared to give a definitive anfwer to your Lordfhip’s propo- 
ition.” 

The Court.—“ We are defirous to make every allowance 
confiitent with our duty, and will wait the arrival of your 
Countel.” 
Nir. Tooke.—* Rather than catch cold, I fhould choofe to 
plead noWe I afk no favours, and I expect none. All 1 want 
is 
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is fubftantial juftice. By the ftatute we are intitled to an ine 
terval of ten clear days from the fervice of the indi€tment to 
the day of trial, ‘The act, which was clear and precife on 
this point, did not, by any means preclude the accufed from the 
advantage of more than ten days, if neceflary, for procuring 
materials requifite for their defence. By the fhifting of cuf- 
tody, to which I alluded, we have certainly been deprived of 
the indulgence which the law intended perfons in our fituation, 
and no inconvenience ought in reafon or juftice to accrue 
from that circumftance. As one of thefe days had been 
broken in upon, I am confident that my application for a farther 
delay will not be deemed unreafonable. I am however ready 
to plead, though deprived of the advantage of my papers, and 
the benefit of my Counfel. My object is not I affure your 
Lordthips, to procraftinate my trial. Though I have been fix 
Jong months in clofe confinement, without being able to devife 
what is the nature of the charges exhibited againft me, and 
though I have not obtained the Icaft information from the alle= 
gations in the indi&tment, yet confcious as I am of my inno 
cence, I rejoice at having an opportunity to make that inno- 
cence apparent and manifeft to the world. I therefore defire to 
plead without further delay.” 

Mr. Thelwall.— Superadded to the hardfhips we have 
fuffered, I think it my duty to mention an inconvenience 
which has occurred to me individually. I have been deprived 
of the benefit of my books and papers which I had collected 
and arranged previous to my removal fromthe Tower. When 
that removal took place, I was not allowed time fufficient to 
pack them up, and bring them with me. I do not mean to 
impute blame or mifconduét to the Sheriffs when I mention 
this, for with great politenefs they afiured me I fhould have 
them fent me. Yefterday I availed myfelf of a meflenger 
who was going to the Tower to bring part of them; but this 
was refufed, on the ground that it was neceflary either to fend 
or detain the whole. I mention this circumitance not with 
any view of procraftination, for [am exceedingly anxious to 
meet a fair and impartial trial.” 

The indi€tment was then read by the Clerk of the Arraigns. 

The prifoners were then afked the ufual queftions, Guilty 
or Not Guilty ? 

How will you be tried ? 

Mr. Hardy.—Not Guilty. I will be tried by God and my 
country. 
3M2 Mr. Tecoke. 
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Mr. Tooke,—I wou’d be tried by God and my country !— 
But 
Mr. Bonney. —** There is an error in this indi&tment which 
would entitle me to plead an abatement, if I chofe to avail 
myfelf of any technical objection ; but convinced of the 
rectitude of iny condudt, I difdain to refort to evafion or fub. 
terfuge. On the contrary | courta fair and impartial invetti- 
gation, and will ufe my endeavour to expedite my triak Iam 
defcribed as refiding in the parith of St. Giles. I never did 
live in that parith, but in the parifh of St. Pancras. It is alfo 
alledged, that I was guilty of High Treafon in St. Giles’s, 
This affertion is juft as falfe as the defcription is erroneous, | 
plead not guilty to the charge, and will be tried by God and 
my country.” 

Mr. Vhelwa!l.— My Lord, I with to apprife the Court 
of a circumftance, which I am affured by the firft legal cha- 
racters, is fufficient to quath the indictment, as far as it refpeds 
me. My defcription is not right. I am ceicribed late of 
Weftminfter, whereas I refide within the jurifviction of the 
Duchy Palatine of Lancafter. 1 am too anxious to have my 
conduct inveltigated by my country, to prevail upon myfelf to 
take any tuch defpicable advantage ; for fure I am, that when 
the long-withed for day fhall arrive, that a jury of honeft men 
will and muft declare as I do now—Not Guilty.” 

Meiirs. Kydd, Richter, Joyce, Holcrofi, and Baxter, pleaded 
Not Guilty, without any remark, and put themiclves on their 
trial by God and their country. 

The Court enquired what mode the Attorney General 
meant to adopt in the profecution of thefe trials ? 

The Attorney General faid, he underitood it to be the with 
of the priioners to be tuicd feparately. He purpofed putting 
Mr. Hardy on his trial on Monday next, and to proceed with 
the others in the order in which they ftood in the bill of indicts 





ment. 

Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Gibbs, and Mr. Vaughan, who had come 
into Court during the reading of the indictment, apologifed tor 
their abfence at the opening of the bufinefs. Mr. Ertkine, as 
leading Counfel for the prifoners, faid, he underttood that one 
of his clients had ftated, with much truth, that owing to his 
fudden removal from the ‘Tower, he had loft the beneft of a 
confultation relative to the mode of defence, 

Confiding therefore in the juttice and humanity of the 
Court, he hoped and trufted that this inconvenience would ia 
fome degree be remedied by poltpening the proceedings azaink 
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the prifoners till Tuefday next. In that interval the commue 
nication between the prifoners and their Counfel might be re« 
newed fo as to enable them to enter upon their trial with 
more fafety and confidence. 

Mr. Attorney General {aid, the prifoners had been duly ap- 
prifed that they were to be arraigned on this day. ‘They mutt 
have concluded that their removal would take place yetterday. 
The reafon of its not happening on an earlier day was, that 

0 interruption of communication between them and their 
Counfel might occur. As to the propofition for poftponing 
the trial till Tucfday, he had no objection, provided fuch de- 
lay did not fubject the Court to inconvenience. 

Mr. Tooke was informed, that if the air of which he had 
complained was {till obnoxious to him, he was at liberty to 
withdraw, which he did accordingly. 

Mr. Bonney begged permiffionto addrefs the Court. “ If 
(faid he) I ftood arr aigned for murder, felony, or any other 
crime, except that charged againft me, | fhould not think of 
afking any favour from the Court ; butin my rs fituation, 
even though the alle gations fhould be proved, how far the law 
was ¢ ipplica ble to the facts, would ftill remain doubtful. Im- 
pelled, my Lords, by neceffity, I have to folicit the iaterference 
of the Court in order to procure thofe comforts which are 
not incompatible with any fituation as a prifoner, Deftitute 
of every thing that habit has rendered conducive to the com- 
fort or convenience of life, confined ia a narrow cell with a 
{mall aperture which admits but a very fcanty portion of air 
and of light (as the Sheriffs er declare from the vifit their 
humanity induced them yefterday to pay me), I truft your 
Lordfhips will con fe nt to my being remaaded to the Tower; 
where, during a refidence of two and twenty weeks, I ex- 
perienced the moit humane and generous treatment. I have 

the greater confidence that my req seft will be acceded to, as 
I underitand the trials will come on in order as the names are 
indorfed on the bill, which will poftpone mine to a diftant day. 


The Court informed Mr, Bonney, that from the known hue 
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manity of the Sheriffs and Keeper of Newgate, he might rely 
on every accom: nodation and indulgence which a gentlemen 





in his fituation could expect; With refpect to the requelt for 
aremoval tothe T ower, it it was not in their power to grantit. 
They fuggefted however the propriety of making application 
to another quarter, whence 2 indul; gencies of that fort frequently 
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Meff. Richter and Baxter urged in the moft impreffive man- 
ner the hardfhips they endured, and concluded by imploring the 
Court to commiferate their unhappy fituation, and to grant 
them thofe comforts which alone could make confinement 
fupportable. 

The Court repeated their aflurances of better accommodas 
tion, and then adjourned, 








Tuespay, O&ober 28. 


THE Judges, nominated in the Special Commiffion, took 
their feats upon the Bench precifely at eight o’clock in the 
morning. 

Proclamation made, Thomas Hardy was placed at the Bar. 

The following twelve gentlemen took their feats in the Jury 


Ne 
Thomas Buck, of A&ton, Efg. Foreman. 
Thomas Wood, of Ealing, coal-merchant. 
William Frafer, of Queea-fquare, Bloomfbury, Efq. 
dam Steinmetz, of Limchoufe, bifcuit-baker. 
Newal Connop, of Shadwell, diftiller. 
John Mercer, mealman, 
Thomas Sayer, of Bow, diftiller. 
Richard Carter, of Paddington-ftrect, Efy. 
Nathaniel Stonard, of Bromlcy, brewer. 
John Nicol, of Willdon, gentleman-farmer. 
John Crarrington, of Mile End, Efq. brewer, and 
Jofeph Ainflic, of St. George’s in the Eatt, coal-merchant. 
Phe Cle:k of the Arraigns read the indi&tment, to which 
the prjfoner had previoufly pleaded Not Guilty, and had 
chofen co be tried by God and his country. 


l kor the Sul ane of i he Ln: iment foe Pa: é 3260, a 1d the fale 
lowing Pages of this Volume of the Entertainer.] 

Mr. Wood, the Junior Counfel for the profecution, opened 
the proceedings, and bricfiy recapitulated the chief heads of 
the indictment. 

Mr. Attorney General faid, in the courfe of his addrefs to 
the Court and fury, he fhould have frequent occafion to call 
their moft anxious attention to the conftruction of the indid- 
ment, that had juft been read by the officer of the Court, and 
which imputed to the prifoner at the bar an offence of the 
greateft magnitude and criminality. He fhould allude to 
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rather than detail the fa&s that he meant to produce in evidence, 
becaufe in another ftage of the trial, the Jury would hear 
them uncontaminated from the mouths of the witnefles, 

Mr. Attorney-General entered into an elaborate detail of 
the treafon laws, and the expofitions of the venerable Judges 
who had treated on this fubject. 

The learned gentleman read the ftatute of the 25th Ed- 
ward III. on which the prefent indi€ment was founded. By 
this aét he faid, the Treafon law was fixed, which before the 
reign of that wife and able Prince refted on the footing of 
common law, fo that the definitions of Treafon were various 
and unfettled, ‘his ftatute arranges and defcribes the crime 
under different heads, of which the three following are the 
principal. 

1. When a man doth compafs or imagine the King’s 
death. 

2. When a man doth levy war againft the King in his 
realm. 

3. Whena man is adherent to the King’s enemies in his 
realin, giving them aid and comfort in the realm, or ellewhere, 
and thereof probably attainted of open deed by people of their 
condition. 

To convict on either of thefe heads, however, an overt act 
muft be charged and proved. It was not, the Attorncy Gee 
neral declared, from this ftatute, and from legal difquifitions 
alone, that the Jury were to draw their conclufions ; it was 
from the annals of their anceftors, 

He would now confine himfelf to the treafonable matter 
charged in the indi&ment before the Court. In acquitting 
himfelf of this obligation, it would be neceflary for him to re- 
vert to the origin of the Societies, whole profefled object was 
to obtain by legal and conftitutional meatures, as they faid, a 
reform in the reprefentative body, It would alfo be neceflary 
to explain and render more intelligible the complicated mals of 
evidence which he intended toproduce. The moft daring and 
openly avowed meafure of two Societies, called the Conititu- 
tion and London Correlponding Societies, was their propoiing 
to call and aflemble a Convention, which they were to deno- 
minate the Convention of the People. Now to actas an 
aflembly to conititute a Government in oppolition to tac exilt- 
ing Government of the country, is according to law an at- 
tempt to depofe the King, who is bound by the moft folemn of 
all obligations to maintain it at the hazard ot his life, and this 
came unmediately under the defignation of levying war 5 for 

6 the 













































388 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


the co-exiftence of the Government and the Conftituen 
Affembly, is incompatible. ‘Ihere cannot be twa fupreme 
authorities in a ftate. The propofed Convention mutt then 
have been fubfervient to the Government, or the Government 
fubfervient to the Convention. Although the object has not 
been effectuated, yet a ftep being taken towards it in law, is 
High Treafon. 

The Attorney General then adverted to the Royal Procia- 
mation, which noticed thefe feditious writings and meetings, 
for the purpofe of their fuppreflion, ‘This falutary meafure 
was by their obftinacy defeated of its effect. When Ms, 
Paine was profecuted, and his work declared bya Jury to be a 
libel, fubferiptions were immediately formed by them, and his 
books were diftributed in fuch a manner as to defy all legal 
enquitye The Proclamaticn was fo far vilified by thefe focie- 
ties, that of Mr. Paine’s letter to Mr. Dundas, exceeding in 
grofinefs all that he had previoufly written, no leis thari 12,000 
were ordered to be circulated at their expence through the 
Countrye 

On the 6th of October, 1792, an addrefs was circulated, 
written, as it appeared, by Mr. T coke, and figned by the pri- 
foner at the bar, to all the Societics in Geeet Britain, tating 
that as an application to Parliament muft be unavailing, they 
mult feek redrefs through their own power. In anfwer to this 
they had received a letter from the Society at Stockport, afking, 

Why they did not recur to the immediate and proper means 
of a Naticnal Convention, and by what other mode the re- 
forms cf which they {poke were to be obtained ?” The reply 
was, “ That the bufinefs was not ripe, and it would not be 
prudent in the prefent inftaace, to mention the means by which 
they hoped to fucceed.” 

He then adverted to the addreffes fent by thofe Societies to 
the facobin Club and the National Convention at Paris.— 
A letter had been fent to the Conftitutional Society by a Mr. 
Joel Barlow, enclofing a pamphlet, entitled, se Advice to the 
National Coneteten” ‘This addrefs was written in Sep- 
tember, and it fhould be remembered that the French King 
had been depofed in the preceding month of Augutt, The 
pamphlet was fent to them as comprizing maxims of govern= 
ment, egually uleful to both countries. [t contained, ‘he faid, 
fuch diicuilions as _ ld be well confidered previous to any 
phyfical exertion. ‘The leading principle of the pamphlet 
was to fhew the al hardy of the maxim, that Kings can do no 
wrong, 2nd to inculcate one of an oppofite nature, “ that a 
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King can do no good!/”—This donation was fo acceptable, 
that Mr. Barlow was elected an Honorary Member af. the 
Society, and fent to Paris to prefent an addrefs to the Con- 
vention, and to propofe a triple alliance between the people of 
England, France, and Ametica, in which the King of Great 
Britain was left wholly out of the qu Rion, 

The addrefs of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
prefented by Mefirs. Froft and Barlow, intimated the probabi- 
lity that addrefles of congratulation may foon be expected to a 
National Convention in England. The Prefident of the 
Conveition re echoed a wifh to the fame cfedt.—It would be 
faid, perhaps, that when tt hefe addrefies were made this coun- 
try was not at war with I*rance. In his opinion the decree of 
the 19th of November included a virtual declaration of war 
againit all nations. 

After attacking and inflaming the people in every pra@ica- 
ble way, they at laft condefcended to think of an application 
to Parliament. But cven this was done in a peculiar manner, 
They fent to the affiliated Societies three diftinét propofitions. 
The firft was for anaddrefs to the Houfeof Commons. The 
fecond for a petition to the throne. ‘The third, mott ftrongly 
recommended a National Convention. The laft was em- 
phatically defcribed as an appeal to be made to themfelves. 
Would any man fay that this Convention was to be formed 
only for the purpofe of carrying up their petition to Parlia- 
ment? If any man entertained fuch an idea, he may be better 
inftructed, only by referring to their own proceedings. They 
had at this time voted Barrere, St. Andre, and Roland to be 
Honorary Members of the Society for Conititutional Infor- 
mation, and had ordered the fpeeches of the two former to be 
entered on the books of their Society. From thefe fpceches 
the Jury were to learn their idea of a Convention. It was 
there fiated to be * a Revolutionary Aflembly, emanating 
from the people, and created by them, while in a ftate of ine 
furreGtion. It concentrated in itlelf all authority. The duty 
of a legiflature was merely to moderate the exercife of the 
executive power. ‘That of the Convention was to depofe 
the King, and bring him to trial if neceflary ; and to con- 
clude its labours, by uniting the people ina new focial con- 
tract called a conftitution !” 

The Britifh Convention, he afferted, had a&ted up to thefe 
principles, and if it had not been ftopt, we fhould now have a 
National Convention fitting in England. They would now 
be in the act of ufing the anguage of St. Andre, inftead of 
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its being quoted by him (the Attorney General) in a Court of 
Juttice. Of the members of the Scotch Convention, he 
could not but obferve, in paffing, that in his opinion, they had 
been treated with undeferved lenity, in not having been charged 
with pofitive high treafon. 

With refpect to the witneffes, whom I fhall have occafion 
to cail, fome of them are perfons who were members of thefe 
Societies ; others, I muft confefs, were employed by Govern- 
ment for the purpofe of mingling with the members of thofe 
Societies, and watching over thcir operations. Indeed, I fhould 
have confidered it as an iaftance of negleé equally danzerous 
and criminal on the part of Government, if knowing that 
there exifted fuch Societies, who were actuated with fuch 
defigns, they had not taken fome means of precaution in order 
to defeat their mifchievous intentions. Itis the great province 
of the Britifh Jury to fift out the truth by every poflible means 
of inveftigation; to difmifs all prejudice—but at the fame 
time to be upon their guard again{t impofition. In this point 
of view the character of the witnels is certainly of fome ime 
portance with refpect to the credit to be given to his tefti- 
mony ; you will of courfe liften with fome degree of fufpi- 
cion to the evidence of the perfons employed for the purpofe 
of difcovering the defigns of thefe Societies, and in propor- 
tion as you find it corroborated by fimilar evidence from thofe 
whofe character affords no fuch ground for diftruft or prepof- 
fellion, you will be able to appreciate the weight which it 
ought to have in influencing your decifion. 

‘he Attorney General concluded a fpeech that occupied 
near nine houss, by faying, he fhould call a great number of 
witnefles to prove the cafe he had ftated, and that it would be 
for the Jury folemnly to decide upon their oaths, whether the 
prifoner, within the meaning of the ftatute of Edward the 
‘Third, was Guilty or Not Guilty. If the charge againft him 
could not be clearly eftablifhed within the meaning of that 
ftatute, he would readily join in the language of the law, and 
fay moft finccrely, “ God fend him a good deliverance.” 

The firit witnels called was, Thomas M*Leane, one of his 
Majefty’s meflengers ; he faid on the 12th of May laft he 
went tothe houfe of Mr. D. Adams, and by virtue of a war- 
rant, jeized his books and papers 3 he was fhewn a letter, and 
{uid it was one of the papers he feized, 

Alexatider Grant looked at the letter, and faid he believed it 
to be one of the prifoner’s hand-writinge The letter was 
dated 27th of March, 1794, and directed to che Secretary of 
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the Society for Conftitutional Information ; it contained a Jiit 
of refolutions ; and was figned by the prifoner. 

The purport of the refolutions was, that a fair and full ree 
prefentation of the people was eflential to the liberty of the 
fubjeét, and that they would adopt every legal means to obtain 
it, and for that purpofe would co-operate with the Society for 
Conftitutional Information. It addreffed the Secretary of the 
Conititutional Society, by the ftile of Citizen. 

Several other letters of correfpondence were alfo produced, 
and read in the hand writing of the prifoner. 

William Woodfall, printer, looked at a paper—and faid, 
that the main part of it was not, in his opinion, the hand 
writing of Mr. Horne Tooke, but fome of it he believed 
was. 

This paper was ftated to be the original plan of the London 
Correfponding Socicty. 

Mr. Erfkine obferved, that of thefe papers thus produced in 
a mafs, he muft either intreat the Court to grant copies, or the 
Clerk to read them fo flowly that accurate notes fhould be 
taken of their contents. 

The Court decided that copies fhould be granted. 

Mr. Erfkine obferving that it approached to midnight, 
afked whether the evidence on the part of the Crown was 
nearly concluded, 

Mr. Garrow replied, that they had not gone through half 
the written evidence. 

The Lord Prefident faid, that he was willing to grant any 
indulgence, which was compatible with public juftice. The 
law faid, that the Jury fhould be kept together, and he knew 
of no cafe to fanction their {eparation. 

Mr. Sheriff Burnet informed the Court, that beds had been 
provided in the Seffions Houfe, for the accommodation of the 
Jury. 

The Lord Prefident afked the Jury if they were ready to 
goon? 

The Foreman replied in the negative, and faid they wifhed 
to go home. 

The Chief Juftice replied, that if there was a reafonable 
probability of concluding, they fhould certainly go on. As 
it was, the Jury muft fubmit to the difficulty impofed on them, 
and accept of the accommodation provided. 

The Court adjourned at twelve till the next morning. 


(To be continued) 
3 N 2 Anecdotes 
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Anccdotes refpefling the Aft of Parhament, (viz. 7 Wi'l, 
I, Chap. 3 3.) for granting Counfel to Prifoners, 
charged with Treafon, on certain Cafes. 


HE Legiflature, at the Revolution, left the indulgence in 
queftion fhould be intercepted by fuperior influence, in 
the cafe of ftate prifoners, which profecutions are the objec 
of the above act, and as they are carried on by the weight of 
the Crown, and are gener ally conducted by gentlemen of high 
rank at the Bar, it is extremely reafonable, (faid the Honourable 
Mr. Juftice Fofter) to allow the prifoner the afliftance of 
Counfel, to the full extent of the act. 

Some remarkable and curious circumftances have been re- 
lated by hiftorians and biographers, refpecting the mover of 
the bill, and the operation of this act, 

It is handed down to us, that during the debates in the Com- 
mons, a Member, who confidered the paffing this law as very 
important, had prepared a fpeech in its favour; but when he 
rofe up to deliver himfelf of it, he was fo much intimidated at 
the appearance of the Affembly, that he became appalled; 
both his voice and his memory failed him, and in fhort was fo 
affeQed and confounded, and loft all his powers to fuch a des 
gree, that he perceived hinlclf totally unable to proceed any 
further: The Houfe, after indulging him with time te recover 
himfelf, called loudly for him to go on 3 which he did, and 
then had the addrefs to urge his temporary embarraflment and 
confufion on the occafion, as the bett argument in favour of 
the bili— If I, Sir, faid he, who rile only to give my opinioa 
on the bill now é& pending, ain fo affected, as to be quite at a 
lois, to expre{s even the lealt of what intended and withed to 
h t muft the fituation of that 
iiitan nce, 1s pl ading for his life 


communicate to the Houle, 





prifoner be, who, without any a 
his lands, his goods, his wife, his children, bis {terit 
HIS iancs 9 HIS POOUS, NIS Wile, fis CH ldren, iS poite Yo ! u 


, and his honour, and under an apprehenfion of Sire 


4 

( 

r 
. 

77 


characi 
depriv ed of them all.’’ 

[t does not feem to be agreed, who this perfon was; for the 
rcader will find the {peech attributed to Sir Anthony Abhley 
Cooper, fon and heir to the Lord Chancelior Shaftefbury, and 
the diftinguifhed author of the ** Characterifticks ;” and 
alfo to Charles Montagu, that eminent fta atelmany patron, and 
antiquary, and fo iamous for iis ine talents ane cloquence. 

‘Vhe trials of Sir John Frend and Sir Wiltiam Parkyns, and 
ethers, for the afladination plot againit William the Third, 
both 
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both came on after the bill here mentioned had paffed into a law, 
but before the commencement of its operation. ‘ I entreat 
you, faid the laft of thefe gentleman, that I may have the allow- 
ance of Counfel; [have no {kill in indi&ments, I do not un- 
derftand thefe matters, nor what advantages may be proper for 
me to take 3 the new ftatute wants but one day; what will be 
jaft and reafonabie to-morrow, fure is juft and reafonable to- 
day, and your Lordthip may indulge me in this cafe.” 

Holt, Chief Juttice, who prefided, was too gooda Judge to 
fuffer the ftubborn principles of law, to yield to the milder 
principles of equity. * We cannot (he anfwered) alter the 
Jaw, till law-makers direct us; we muit conform to the 
Jaw as it is at prefent, not what it will be to-morrow ; we are 
upon our oaths fo to do,” 


Important Communications refpetling the Dry Rot in 
Timber. 


[From « Tranfactions of the Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts, &c. Vol. XII.] 


HE following obfervations on the Dry Rot were commue 

nicated to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 

&c. by Robert Batfon, Efg. of Limehoufe, in the following 
letter tothe Secretary : 


«SIR, 


«“ THE Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
factures, and Commerce, continuing to offer a premium for 
difcovering the caufe of the dry-rotin timber, and difclofing 
a certain method of prevention; I beg leave to lay before 
them anaccount of a method I hive put in practice, and 
which at prefent :ppears to me to have fully fueceeded, 

“© The dry-rot having taken place in one of my parlours in 
fuch manner as to require the pulling down part of the wain- 
feot every third year, and perceiving that it arofe from a damp 
ftagnated air, and from the moitture of the earth, I detere 
mined, in the month of June, 1783, to build a narrow clofet 
next the wall through which the dainp came to the parlour 5 
which had the defired eff: But, though it puta total flop 
to the rot in the parlour, the evi! foon appeared in the clofet 5 
fungi of a yellow colour ar fe to a great degree, in various 
parts of it. In the autumn of the year 1786, the clofet was 

locked 
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locked up about ten weeks: On opening it, numerous fungi 
were obferved about the lower part of it, and a white mould 
was fpread by a plant refembling a vine or fea weed, and the 
whole of the infide, china, &c. was covered with a fine pow- 
der of the colour of brick-duft. It being then cleaned out, 
I foon perceived what, indeed, I did not expe@, that the evil 
had impregnated the wood fo far as to run through every fhelf 
therein, and the brackets that fupported them; it had alfo 
feized upon and deitroyed a moveable board for breaking 
fugar on. I therefore, in the beginning of the year 1787, 
determined to ftrip the whole clofet of lining and fluor, and 
not leave a particle of the wocd be' ind, and alfo to dig and 
take away about two feet of the carth in depth, and leave the 
walls to dry, fo as to deftroy the rocts or feeds of the evil.— 
When by time and the admiffion of, air, and good brufhing, it 
had become fufficiently dry and cleanfed, | filled it, of fuf- 

ficient height for my joifts, with anchor-fmiths’ afhes ; knows 
ing that no vegetable would grow inthem. My joifts being 
fawed off to their proper lengths, and fully prepared, they and 

the plates were well charred, and Jaid upon the afhes ; particular 
diredtions being given that not any fcantling or board might be 

cut or planed in the place, left any duft or fhavings might drop 

among the afhes. My flooring boards being very dry, I 

caufed them to be laid clofe, to prevent the dirt getting down, 

which, I thought, in a courfe of time might bring on vegeta- 

tion. 

“ The framing for lining the clofet was then fixed up, hav- 
ing all the lower pannels let into be faftened with buttons only, 
that, in cafe any vegetation fhould arife, the pannels might with 
eafe be taken out to examine them, 

« This having now been done upwards of fix years, and 
no vegetation or damp appearing, the whole of the paunels and 
floor remaining in the fame ftate as when firft put in, I hall 
have a fatisiaction in taking a part of the floor up, if the fociety 
think proper to appoint a committee to examine the place. 

« [f what 1 have produced meets the approbation of the 
fociety, 1 with it made public under their fanétion, that as full 
a trial as poffible may be made of it; and if ata proper dif- 
tance of time it proves of general utility, any honorary token 
of the fociety’s approbation will be received with much fatis- 
faction by me. 

“ [think it may be highly neceflary, in fome fituations, to 
take out a greater depth of earth 5 and where afhes can be had 

from 





















fro 
{mi 


app 
hav 
tak 
fou 
all 


and 
eve 
fee 
low 
bei 


anc 
€x{ 
full 
faic 
imi 


wh 
{cu 
rati 
pra 
ne! 
refi 
in | 
ind 
wh 
mi 
hio 
to 


gre 





gi 


ld 
he 


vil 


lf 


ee ee | 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 995 


from a foundery, they are fully equal to thofe from anchor 
fmiths ; but by no means depend upon houfe-athes. 
“Tam, &c. 


« ROBERT BATSON.” 
“© Limehoufe Dete 7) 1793» 


In confequence of the foregoing Ictter, a Committee was 
appointed to examine and report the {tate of the clofet, who 
having met on the 15th of May, 1794, and the wainicot being 
taken down, and the flooring boards taken up, they were all 
found entirely free from any appearance of the rot ; and, from 
all the circumftances then obferved, it was the opinion of the 
Committee, that the method advifed by Mr. Batfon, when fully 
and completely put in execution, appeared to have anfwered 
every intenticn mentioned in his letter ; and this opinion 
feemed the more jutily founded, as two pieces of wood, (yel- 
low fir) which had been driven into the wall as plugs, without 
being previoufly charred, were affected with the rot. 

‘The fociety ordered their thanks to be given to Mr. Batfon, 
and requefted any perfons that might think proper to repeat his 
experiments, to favour the fociety with fome account of the re- 
fult. ‘They have obferved, moreover, that quick lime has been 
faid to anfwer very well, when ufed inftead of the anchor- 
imiths’ afhes. 





ANECDOTES of Dr, WILLIAM CULLEN, 


HERE is nothing more fingular in the hiftory of cele- 
brated men than the apparently trifling circum{tances, to 
which they are indebted for an opportunity to emerge from ob- 
fcurity, and bring forward their talents to the eyes and admie 
ration of mankind, Dr. Cullen was long an obtcure medical 
practitioner in a country village in Scotland, where he could 
neither acquire fame nor riches, but it happened that, while he 
refided there, Archibald, Duke of Argyle, vilited a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood. ‘The Duke dabbled in chemiltry, and 
indeed had a more than ordinary knowledge of the fubjcct, but 
while on this vifit, was much at a lofs for want of a {mall che- 
mical apparatus. His hoft, recollecting Mr. Cullen, invited 
him to dine, and introduced him to the Dake as 4 perion likely 
to fupply his wants. An introduction to one of his Grace’s 
great political fway could not butbe favourable, A fuccefsful 
6 cure 
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cure he afterward performed on the Duke of Hamilton, come 
pleted his character. His firlt ftep in 1746, was to the ches 
mical chair in the U niverfity of Glafgow. His future fuce 
cefs and fame are well known. 

It has been faid, that no profeffion affords fo many opportu- 
nitics of difplaying the virtues of benevolence as the medical. 


Of thefe opportunities, no man, perhaps, ever availed himfelf 


oftener, or with a better grace. He never took fees of the 
clergy, who, truth to fay, in Scotland, can ill afford the pecue 
niary penalties of difeafe; norof the ftudents. Dr. Anderfon 


of Edinburgh, gives us a hy -afing anecdote of the advantage 
once derived from Dr. Cul len charitable difpofition, an me- 
dical {tudent, who Sada 1 courfe of Icétures given by one 


of the medical profeffors, but who never had attended Cullen’ s 
clafs, happened to be feized with the fimall-pex; atthe begin- 
ning « of the ciforder, he was fick and very uneafy, and natu- 
rally fent for his own profeft ras a phyfician; in a fhort time 
the difeafe terminated favourably, Se all das er had abated, 
when the young man fu prifed | his friends by calling in the af- 
fiftance of Dr, Cullen, for which he fa id he had reafons which 
they would approve of, — they knew them. Bye and bye he 
became quite well, andas there could be no cccent pretext for 
future vilits, he nr his opportunity when both the phy- 
ficians were prefent, thanked Dr. Cullen for his attention, and 
offered him money. This the Doctor, as the young wag fore- 
faw, pofitively refufed. He then offered it to the other, his 
own protefior, who for fhame could not accept it, although it 
was never known that he had refufed a fee when offered. “The 
realon of his calling in Dr. Cullen was now very apparent. 








REFLECTIONS. 
Good author fhould have the ftyle and courage of a 
Captain, the integrity of a dying man, and fo mueh 
fenfe and in genuity, as to im; ofe nothing, cither weak or need- 
lefs, on the world. 

Ihe beft of authors are not without their faults, and if they 
were, the world would not entertain them as they deferves 
Pertection is often called jor, but nobody would bear it. The 
only perfect man that ever appeared in the world was crucificd. 

Men are too apt to promife according to their hopes, and 
perform according to their fearse 
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An ANECODOT E, 
< ie ERE is held at Magdalen College, Oxford, a concert 


of mufick upon the top of the tower, every May-day, 
at four o’clock in the morning, in commenioration of King 
Henry the Seventh, the founder of the tower. It was at firit 
a mals of requiem, or mafs fung for the reft of his foul; but 
now it isa merry concert, of both vocal and inftransenta? mu- 
fick, confifting of feveral lively c eps ind lafting alaroft 
two hours ; and is conclujed with ringing the bells, The 
clerks and chorilters, with the re{t of the performers, are, for 
their painsy allowed a fide of lamb, &Xc. for their breakfalt. 





Anfwer, ly W. Watts, ts, of Penzan rey to R, Skewys’s Queftion in- 
ferted May 20. 


eS ee x = the time when the two hands will meet. 
a2 Then 10 hours $ 1 cixcumference ¢: x hours : 
x 

—cir. And 14 hours : ¥ circumference 3: x hours : 
} ge) 

x14 cir. Nowit is evident that in x time the fwifter hand 
has moved I circumference more thanthe flower. Hence 
x x 

———=1. Therefore x= 25 hours, the fynodical period 


10 «Ig 
of thetwo hands. Q.E.D. 
** We have received the like anfwer from W, Davies, 


junior, and J. Thomas, of Gluvias; J. Ellis, of Mr. Wea- 


therdon’s {chool, Newton Abbot; J. Collins, of Uiculm; 
N, Coles, of Crediton; and J. B. Chivers, of St. Auiteil. 





Anfwer, by F. Commin S, of Taviftock, ta FJ. Bulgin’s Charads, 
soicrted sit v 
PGCE ELE dhih pS 10. 


Hi‘ AND-VICE is the tool you mean, 
As from your lines is plainly feen. 

*:% We have received the like anfwer from J. Collins, of 
Uficulm; W. Brewer, W. Gore, and A, Apley, of Taun- 
ton; and N. Coles, of Crediton. 
Voit, XXLV. 614. 30 
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Anfwer, by EZ. aie timorey of Cull ‘smptorty 0 the Charade b by Un 
Feuncffe, inferted Auguft be 


HE charade, Sir is very plain, 
For LIVERPOOL ’s the town you mean. 


+/+ Wehave received the like anfwer from A. Apfev, 
W.Gore, and W. Brewer, of Taunton; J. Goddard, and 
D. Gill, of Briftol; John Bulgin, of Caftle Carey; 
‘T. Geach, of Wadebridge; and J. W. of Frome. 





, nv ? Pp ae es , ° 4 
Anfwer, by F. Goddard, of Bridport, Student in Mr. Paul’s 
4 i (}/ p -  ¢ 2M: OF, ee , 
ftcademy, Laftie Carey, to j ZT. £4ill’s Charade, inferted the 
25th of As oufte 


ROM myftic refearches I now, Sir, obtain, 
Heart-Burning, of which you fay women complain. 
t We have received the like anfwer from W. Hawkins, 
and N. Coles,of Crediton; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Carey ; and 
W. Gore, and W. Brewer, of T auntons ; 


4 CHARADE, dy D. Gill, of Brificl, 


HE cane , kind Sirs, I pray you own, 
By which we wretched mortals may be blett ; 
A buildir g large, likewife well-known, 
Of my charade doth conftitute the rett: 
if you thole parts will join aright, 
A borough tow n you'll bring to fight. 


aor t ,_¥ > Pe 7’ ; ere 
4 CHARADE, by FY. Bulgin, of Cafile Carey. 
\ : E bards, if you my firt will find, 
x. : INchearie the miarii: 3° tics 
(artnn ee nlaee . 
aviy 2OCONG IS a place weil KNOW Dy 


U’ here 1d heaf f 
VV here Wiid bDeaits oOit do sits 


Ye puzzling youths, who take delicht 
J*c » pore o’er riddling verfe 


S billy 


A rife, and find a town in Hanis 
‘J ne merit to rehearic. 
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Sianza, from a new Edition of 


7 ul ? 7 
Mr. Tafker’s Ode to the 





. na.” » e . ’ 
Wearlike Genius of Great 
DViLALH, AS 
Ct! ot ah, Ui. 
1Gjord, at the ‘tL bea- 
6 Mine oF ae ‘ 
tre Royal at I CyYMIhi le 


Pately vorited by 
lately recited by 





[ The Firft Stanza was inferted 
in Vol. 23. P. 358.] 


ot AN ZA 


N every heath, on every 
{trand, 
. ote ; 
New rais’d battalions grac 
the land : 
T rms the hollo' 1 
o arms the hollow vallies 
found, 
T bese ree load 
O arins, tO arms, the Niils 
bound, 
Echo well-pleas’d repeats the 
voice around. 
Secure within Our happy ifle, 
Let us at vain invafion fmile, 
Our fleets triumphant o'er t 


Vv 





main, 


Old Ocean’s empire yet main- 


tain 5 
are. ~ ae 
While naval honours ceck the 
brow, 


And vidtory lightens o’er the 
face of Howe: 
And may fuch laurels lafting 
triumph bring ; 
0 free-born Britons, and their 
patriot King. 


The INVITATION. 


| Hp my Delia, Iet us 
wander, 


, C.. — = 
io iome peaceiuls ihady 
ere ° 
grove; 


Wecan fit 


Join’d in pleafing converfation 








Where the bubb’ling brooks 
meander, 
We may unmolefted rove. 


Pheebus in the wef defcendiag, 
Sheds his lait departing ray: 
Toiling peafants homeward 
bending, 4 
Fondly hail declining day. 





Hark! the feather’d throng in- 
vite us 
With their fweet harmonious 
lays: 
Here no howling forms affright 
uS5 
Here no fiery meteors blaze. 


Banifh’d hence the noife of bat- 
tle ; 
Here no favage war-fiends 
roam 5 


Novghtis heard but lowing cat- 


“ 
Windinetotheirdiftant home. 
' 


Far remote from court or city, 


ra TOMY peey 





Monarchs on their toilfome 


> 
Our Creater’s works we'll 
{can > 


Then imprefs’d with admira- 


tion, 

» “2 1 
Wonca’ ring fay, ** Lord what 
isman!” 


This is blifs, come Iet us prove 





it; 
Thefe are joys, unknown to 
wealth ; 


Pomp nor pageantry I’d covet, 
Bleft with competence and 
health. 


Cr 
oce 





Sce ftern winter, faft returning, 
Drooping Nature’s tranfient 
death ; 
Let it beto us a warning, 
We mutt foon reiign our 
breath. 
Thus reminded we are mortal, 
We fhould ftill for bleffings 
pray ; 
Ere we reach the fhining portal, 
Leading toeternal da 


Grant, Almighty God! this fa- 
vour 
Whe 
We may 
ever, 
Clad in robes of 


white. 
T. PEARCE. 


Camclferd, Sept. 32, 1794+ 


csinnight 
thee for 


t tall nature fink 
reign with 


fpotiefs 





70 EMI L 


SEITE moantaia kid fkim: 
‘| the tufced Ia wa, 
Afraid lett Aleting breezescell 
he r flis ht > 
mere’lets hunt{men 
by Phoebus’ dawn, 
Drown al! her Alpine hopes 
in encleds night. 


rous’d 


Left 


rife the azure clouds at Sol’s 
Pp 
command, 


Thro’ fpace immenfe mak 
Out Cieir dewy way, 
Nor at the pik, no i itarry pole 
dare ftand ; 


Ev’n floating werlis confefs 


their own del Ly 


Beneath the frigid zone, in 
ocean’s watry tray, 
The finny myriads wage th’ 
— fray > 
Defeated fugitives a running 
fie ht renew, 


And pierce the vaft Atlantic 
thro’ and thro’, 
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Not with more fpeed the kid, 
the clouds, the fill 1es flee, 

Then hies my trem’lous foul, 
dear maid, to thee. 


EB. Be 


94+ 


Exon, O&ober 10, 17 





On the Ruins of Sherborne 


ly Be, 
MBATTL'D wall! that 


once withftood the rage 
Of war deftructive, and its 
dire alarms; 
Before whofe gate the bright 
{pear fhed the beam 
OF threaten’d vengeance, and 
the force of arms. 


When the brown hill threw back 
th’: unwe lec yme note, 
That clanging trumpets gave 
to th’ ro xcks around ; 
When the fhrill fife wafts toeach 
diftant vale, 
The fhrie! k of horror, and 
death’s piercing found— 
And f{till, when midnig zht fhade 
thy antient walls 
Methinks I fee the 
ny s rife ; 
Hear the big figh fteal from their 
| salsa breatts, 
And view their phantoms flit 
before my eyes. 
Sherborne 


murder’d 


C. 
Yo SLEEP, 


Soh r Sleep! 


pleafing power, 


profoundly 





Sweet patron of the peaceful 
hour, 

O liften from i thy calm abode, 

And hither wave thy magic rod. 

Ii xtend th: filent foot! Ling fway, 

And charm the canker Care, 
a ly. 
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